The CASE of Algernon Sidney Eſq; as it ap- 


peared before the Committee, Novemb. 10" 


Y Gmondeſham is an ancient Borough, but for the ſpace of near 
200 years had ſent no Burgeſfles to Parliament untill the year 
1049. | 

Mr. Sy4zey believing, that of common Right thoſe only ought to 
have Voices in Elections who pay Scot and Lot, unleſs there were 
Preſcription to the contrary (which a Uſage of Forty years if ad- 
mitted cannot make) or the Caſe had been judged by the Houle, 
did by his Council deſire the Opinion of the Committee thereupon ; 
and the Committee did judge that none ought to have Voices but 
the Inhabitants paying Scot and Lot. | | 

This point being determin'd, it was not neceſſary for Mr. S:d- 
ey t9 inſiſt upon the Poll taken by Humphry Gardizer, (who took 
it by the appointment of Francis Child Conſtable, and had taken 
all the Polls that had been within Thirty years laſt paſt) nor that 
which was taken by Mr. Henry Danvers pertettly agreeing with it, 
whereby it did appear, that all the Houſholders being admitted, 
he had 74, and Sir William Drake had but 64 Voices ; and there- 


fore for the eaſe of the Committee he did admit of the Poll taken . 


by St Williams Agents. 'Whereupon it did appear, that Mr: Sid- 
ey had Thirty nine Voices proved to be good ; and of thoſe re- 
maining who paid Scot and Lot, there were but Twenty eight to 
vote for Sir William, though none had been liable to exceptions. 


This being plain, Sir Williams Council accuſed Mr. Sidney of 
Bribery, and for proof of it, produced John Clerk, a poor Labour- 
er; who ſaid, that the day before the EleQtion, Mr. Sidzey in the 
preſence of many had told him, that at preſent he could do no- 
thing for him, but after the Election he would give him SatisfaQi- 
on : That about a Month after, Richard Norwood Overſeer of the 
Poor, who had voted for Mr. Sidzey, gave him a Noble, and that 
others who had alſo voted for him, ſaid, that Norwood had given 
2 Noble to each of them. | 

Clerk and Harwood ſaid, one Luffeman who had voted for Mr. 
S:;dzey told them, Norwood had given him a Suit of Cloaths. 

Harwood and Gillmer 1aid, that about a. Month after the EleQtion, 
Nobles apiece were delivered to divers of the Inhabitants by Rzch. 
:\orwoed ; and all three confeſſed they heard of no other Moneys 
TIVen. 

Rich. Bachelor ſaid Leered told him, Mr. Sidney had given him 
Money after the EleCtion. : 

It was ſaid, that ſome of thoſe who were for Mr. Sidzey 
had ſcand4lized Sir William, ſaying, he was a Papiſt and a Pen- 
f1oner. | bes % 
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Mr. 7 anzer and Rich. Norwood, men of Credit, proved, that 7,5; 
Clerk had often deſir'd to ipeak with them betore the Election : 
which they, knowing him to be a dangerous teliow, retuled, unlels 
it were in the preſence of three or four Witneſſes, and that he did 
tell them, large Offers were made to him by Sir #2 it he would 
Vote for him ; that he had a Letter trom him to that purpole ; 
that he knew enough to overthrow Sir M725 Elction, though 
he had Twenty Votes more than Mr. Sz4zc{3 ; and would make the 
beſt of his Market. ; 

They alſo fay, that ſince the Election he affirmed, that he had 
given his Vote for Mr. Sdzey freely, and that neither Mr. Szd4zey nor 
any other on his behalt had ſpoken to him for it. 

Coll. Darvers and Mr. Halford Merchant of Loagdor, prove, that 
they were preſent when C/er{ and ſeveral others came to ofter their 
Votes to Mr. Sidney, and that he told them he would ſerve the Town 
and Countrey as well as he could, and hoped it would be to their 
ſatisfaction ; but no mention was made of any Money or Perſonal 
Reward. 

They alſo prove, that the day after the Election, Mr. S/4zcy being 
to return to Louder, many poor People came about his Coach, beg- 
ing of him ; and. he being told it was a thing decent and cuſto- 
mary to give ſomething to them, did firſt oppoint Five pounds, 
and afterwards Five Pounds more to be given to them, which ac- 
cordingly was put into the hands of Rich. Norwood, Overieer of the 
Poor,to be diſtributed amongſt them, 

Richard Norwood Overſeer, and James his Son ſay, they did re- 
ccive Ten Pounds by Mr. S:dney's Order, and did diitribute it pub- 
lickly to ſuch as were Poor men, paying no Scot or Lot, and had 
voted for the moſt part for Mr. S4zey ; but that they had done it 
on their own heads, without any Order's or Intimation from Coll, 
Sidney direAly or indirectly to diſpoſe of it otherwite than to the 
Poor of the Burrough. 

Norwood further ſays, Luffeman had never any Cloaths from 
him in four years before the Election, nor at any time fince, 
nor ever by Order from Mr. Sramey. | 

Tho. Petit ſays, Horwood an Innkeeper deſir'd him not to give 
Evidence for Mr. S:dzey, becauſe they ſhould get Money by a new 
EleCtion, if his could be made void. | 

As to the reproachful Language againſt Sir. Willzam Drake, Mr. 
Sidney fayes, that he cannot rule other mens Tongues ; that he no 
wayes approves of the Licence uſyally taken in ſuch Calcs by 
uſing ill Language ; that Sir William muſt ſuffer that, as well as 
others: And it the Committee had not appear'd to be weary, he 
could have proved ſuch Language was then and ſtill is uſed of him- 
ſelt every = by Sir Wikm himſelf and others, Iis Friends anc 
Agents, which neither he nor they, as he believes, undertake 
to make good. 

Mr. Sidney proved by ſeveral witneſſes, that Sir W:lliam and his 
Servants had endeavoured to deterr Tho. Ley, Charſely, Petit, 1 exes 
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Hereunon bir. Sdacy delires it may be oblerved, 
i. That the Ten pounds which he appointed to be given 11 the pre 
fence of many that begged of him, and to be put :nto the hands of the 
Overſeer of the Poor, cannot be underſtood otherwile than that he 
deſigned it to be diſtributed unto ſuch Poor only as then begged 
of him, and were under the care of the ſaid Overieer. 

2. That it was after rhe Election openly promis'd, and publick- 
| diltributed. | 

3. Clerk only pretending a Promiſe in obſcure words, no wayes 
agreeing with the Teſtimony of Coll. Dazvers and Mr. Halford, men ot 
Reputation, nor juitifed by any others that were then prelent, though 
he laid there were many ; and his undue practices teſtitied by T azer 
and /Vor,yood, thew that he no way deſerves to be credited. 

4. It 1s not pretended, that any ore man paying Scot or Lot, 
received a Penny, and though Mr. Szdzey could not hinder ſuch as 
did not pay, to give Votes, he did think they ought io have none, 
ind upon Is Motion 1c was ſo judged by the Committee. 

s. Whatſoever the deſtribution of that Mony was, he 15 not to 
anfwer tor it, it having been done not only without but contrary 
co his DireCtion, as 15 confefled by Richard Norwood who was truit- 
ed witi 1t. 

And Mr. $z4zey doth further affirm as in the preſence of God, ( as 
te would have done to the Committee, had he not been told 1t was 
unuiual for any perſon to ſpeak there except by his Councel ) that 
he never did intend it ſhould be otherwile diſpoſed of than as Alms 
to the Poor that then begged of him, and ſuch others who took Alms 
and did not pretend to have Voices ; and he never knew, heard, 
or imagin'd it had been otherwiſe diſpoſed of, till upon the Evi- 
dence before the Committee it did appear to be ſo. And Mr. 
Sp4zey 1s ready, if it be required, to produce his Servant who gave 
rhe 10 /. to the Overſeer of the Poor, and ſeveral others whom 
he did not ſummon before the Committee, becauſe he had no reaſon 
to believe any Objection could or would have been made againſt 
tim for his faid Charity, that can and will prove Mr. Syarey's di- 
eQtions for the diſtribution of the faid 10 /. were ſuch as he 
hath before alledged ; and therefore he humbly hopes that the in- 
diſcreet or unfaithful diſpoſal of his Charity by the Overſeer of the 
Poor, ſhall not reflect upon him, or prejudice his Caule. 
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THe two Sherifls with a confiderable number of Gentlemen on 
Horſeback. went to the Z7ower-Gate, and there de&:nanded 
JV. Howard, late Vitcount S7zafford, Between nine and ten a 
| Clock, a Gentleman belonging to the Lieutenant of the Tower 
told the Sheriffs, rhat the Lieutenant would wait upon them'\preſtntly, 
and bring the Priſoner to the Bars ;- to which the Sheriits anſwered, 
that they mult preſerve. the Priviledge and Bounds'of the City: An 
Officer replied; Sir-,. we; were ordered to draw. up” two (Companies 
from the Gate to the Bar, and there'you are to receive the Pritaner;: . 
Sheriff. Gentlemen, we-wilt pe theLibertjes.of the City, and — _ 
are come at the Gate todemand the Priſoner ;; whether the Lieuteoant ens 
will deliver him or no, we demand ;. and accordingly'he was delivered 
to the Sheriffs between the Gate and Bars, , 
Before the Priſoner came, ſeveral people being 'upon'the Scaitold ; a- 
mong which, two that were appointed to write,  '' | 


| 
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The Heads-man came up with two Blocks, one 6d, onenew, .in a 


. 


Big ; allo the Axe covered with a Cloth. The Block being raken ont. 
| the new Block was covered over with black, and laid- upon wpiece of 
| black Bays, about two yards and a halt long, upon which the” Priſoner 
was to ſtretch himſelf. Then the Coffin was brought up, being co- 
lour'd with two L:tters, //. $. 1680. Then M, 8. came'upon the 
Scaffold, and asked for the Executioner, HEY 91. 
A. Here he 15* 3 CS Pas ; 
Staf. Have you received money-for the Cloaths 8 © nk 
A. No. : Then his Man took out a Purſe, of five pound, which the 
H. man obje&ed againſt, and /Y. S. gayc hina two Guinnies' more, 
His Speech was every word writ ; which aiter he had read to the 
people, being more than 3oooo in number to ſee Juſtice doneupon'the 
Traytor, he turned about, and kneeling down prayed 'in #xzlfb. and 
Zitin. Next he lifted up his hands, ſtanding up, andſaid; T'beſeech thee 
God not to avenge my Innocent Blood upon any man in the whole Kingdom, 
270 not aoainſt thoſe who by their Perjurics have brought me here; for 1 pro- 
feſs br fore Almighty God, that 1 never combined againſt the Kings Life, nor 
any body elſe ; but whatever T did was only to procure liberty for the Prote- 
ſtant Diff. aters, and theRomith Religion: And as for the D. of York, Z7 
do here declare upon my Salvation, 1 know of no Neſizn that he ever had - 
Ry A oye G47 
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